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After a struggle for near three hundred years with poverty and adverse
circunstances, Flixton Priory was surrendered by Elizabeth Wight in 1528;

havi ng been suppressed, as one of the smaller nonasteries, by the bull of
Clenment VI1. Its revenues at that tinme anmounted, according to Speed, to £23. 4s.
1%d., which shows a decrease of nearly one-half of its rental fromits valuation
in 1292; notwithstanding its subsequent acquisition of several estates. Its
possessi ons were destined by Cardi nal Wl sey to augnment the rentals of his

coll eges at |pswich and Oxford. That ecclesiastic's fall from power, however,
prevented the acconplishnent of this design, and brought the |lands of Flixton
Priory, with the rest of his prodigious wealth, into the king s hands, who by
wit of Privy Seal, dated at Westm nster, the 10th of July, in the twenty-ninth
year of his reign, leased to Richard Warton the site of the | ate nonastery of
Flixton, with its houses, barns, dove-cots, orchards, |ands, &c.; the rectory of
Flixton, with the advowson of the vicarage, &c., for £19. 16s. 2d. per annum
The prenises were granted, however, in 1544, to John Tasburgh, Esq

The site of the despoiled priory in Flixton occupies an elevated piece of ground, about a quarter of
amileto the south of the church. It isclearly defined by a moat of unusual width, which
encompasses an ancient farm-house, and a portion of the south wall of the nun’s chapel, in which is
asolitary flattened arch, devoid of tracery. The width of the chapel was about twenty-four feet.
Fuller quaintly tells us that "Cardinall Wolsey, by leave from the Pope, suppressed certain small
houses of little value, therewithall to endow his colledges in Oxford and Ipswich. He first shewed
religious places were mortall, which hitherto had flourished in a seeming eternity. And King Henry
the 8th concluded, if the Cardinall might eat up the lean convents, he himself might feed on the fat
ones, without danger of a sacrilegious surfeit.”

John Tasburgh was then living at St. Peter's Hall in the adjacent parish of llketshall St Peter. The
Hall dates from around 1280 but was extended in 1539 using 14th and 15th Century 'architectural
salvage' taken from the Priory. The building materials were particularly valuable as they
consisted of Caen stone from Normandy, an immensely valuable material in East Anglia where no
stone, only brick and flint exists and where Caen stone had hitherto been available only to the
wealthiest sections of society, especially the church. John Tasburgh used the windows a porch
and associated parts to build an extension to his house. Completion of this project was celebrated
by a feast held in the Great Hall.

The Tasburghs, who thus acquired the site and possessions of Flixton Priory,
were of direct Saxon origin. Torolf, a free-man of Bishop Stigand, held a manor
in the parish of Tasburgh, in Norfolk, at the time of the Conqueror's survey,
(fn. 16) whose successors were Richard and Matthew, his sons; and Ralf, who
lived in 1199, and afterwards, about 1239, assuned the name of Tasburgh, from
the place of his residence. In 1247, Ralf de Tasburgh was |ord of Boyl ands, or
t he woodl and manor, in Tasburgh, and had ‘infangetheof’, or liberty to try al
theft committed by his tenants, in his own courtbaron and |eet there; and to
execute them and take their forfeited goods. In 1280, his son Roger sold this
estate to Sir R chard de Boyl and. About this tine they mgrated to Suffol k, and
we find themsettled at St. Peter's, South Elmham early in the reign of Edward



I'1l. The follow ng pedigree shows their descent fromthis period to the time of
Charles I1.

The escutcheon is of four coats: first and fourth, Tasburgh; second, Toll, arg.,
two bars engrail ed gules; each charged with 3 birds or: on a canton sable a
hand, bend-w se, couped at the wist argent. Third, Neaches, party per fess,
paly of seven arg and sable, counterchanged.

Edward Tasburgh, of St. Andrew Il ketshall, had issue three children, Edward

El i zabeth, and Anne; and John Tasburgh, of St. Peter's, had, by his second wife,
Sir Thomas Tasburgh, Knt., who married, first, Anne, daughter and heiress of Sir
John Bal dwi n, Knt., and wi dow of Sir Thomas Pagi nton, who di ed wi thout issue;
and secondly, Jane, daughter of WIliamWst, Lord De |a Warr, and w dow of
Janes Cressye; by whom also he had no famly. In 1599, John Tasburgh, Esg.,
furni shed two horsemen to be conducted to London for defence of the court

agai nst secret purposes intended. John Tasburgh, the fourth son of Sir John
Tasburgh, of Flixton, by Lettice Cressye, narried Penel ope, daughter and

cohei ress of John Ransey, Esq., of Wcknere, in Norfol k, and brought himthe
manor of Wcknere, in that parish. Dorothy, his sister, married Sir WIIliam
Thexton, Knt., and died in 1641. Charles Tasburgh, the el dest son and heir of
Sir John, died in 1657, and |left Richard Tasburgh, his son and heir, who married
Margaret, daughter of Sir George Heneage, of Henton, Knt. This |ady, who is
described as very charitable to the poor, a loving wife, and an indul gent
parent, was a participator of her husband's inprisonnent, who, being a rigid
Roman Catholic, was inplicated in the pretended Popi sh Plot, which broke out in
1678. She died in 1705, aged 70, and the follow ng record of her constancy and
sufferings was placed on her nonunent in Flixton church by her grateful husband,
who survived her el even years; dying in 1716, at the advanced age of 83 years.
"She was a patient sufferer in prison with her husband, during ye persecution
call ed ye popish plott, of which he was accused, and tryed for his life, but by
a jury of worthy gentlemen out of Suffolk, had justice done him for which he
beggeth ye bl essing of Heaven on them and their posterity, and heartily
forgiveth his enenies and persecutors.” M. Tasburgh |left several children, but
they failing of issue, the famly became extinct in the nale line, and its
estates passed to John Whbarne, or Waborne, of Hawkwell, in Kent, in right of
Lettice his wife, the daughter of the aforesaid R chard Tasburgh, who survived
her husband, and died on the 1st of July, 1738, aged 73.



Tasburgh.

Thomas Tashorough, ==, ..., d%and heir*
of St. Peter's, South Elmhbam, of ... Toll
temp. Ed. T1L

|
John Tasburgh, == ..... dr. of
I v oo » Neaches,

Thomas Tasburgh, == . ... d", of Richard Pulvertofts
i eo. Linc.
|
Jobm Tashurgh, == Olive, d”. of John Everard,
obt. 1473. i of Cratfield, in Suffolk.
|
Alice, d*. and heirt. == John Tasburgh, == Eliz. Jd°. of John Davy, Edward Tashurgh, === Rose, dr. of
of . ... Dibney, of St. Peter’s, of Norwich, and widow of St. Audrew George Harman.
of Garboldisham. obt. 1509, of .... Tracey. Dketshall,
| i | | i
Olive, married, 151, Susan == John Tasburgh, == Eliz d'. of Owen Wilham
. Bateman, of Rich!. Allington, of Fliston Abbey. | John Tracey, Tashurgh. Tasburgh
Flixton : 2nd, of Westle ¥, of Norwieh,
Henry Elmy, of co. Cambndge. | obt. 1583
Metfeld. [
I | |
Sir John == Lettice, d". of Anne = Sir Robert Frances == Thomas Maude == Rol’. Cammock,
Tashurgh, | James Cressye. Tashurgh. Ashheld, Tasburgh, Batewan. Tashurgh. of Laver Maruey,
uf Flixton of Sutfolk, Essex.
Albey Kuight.
: | e | | | R
Charles. Cressye. Peregrine. John. Francis. Jane. Cathe, Pe nelope,  Dorothy. Elizabeth. Lettice.  Mary.

The Tasburghs were rigid Roman Catholics, and in the 19! century the estate at
Flixton was still charged with the paynent of a certain stipend, settled thereon
at the time of its transfer to the Adairs, for the support of a Roman Catholic
priest, who constantly resided in a house in this parish, called the priest's
house. Eventually, a chapel was built at Bungay, and the residence of the
priest was also transferred to the town.

I n consequence of their adherence to the Roman Creed, the fanmily fell under
great suspicion at the time of the calanitous fire in Bungay, in 1688, when,
tradition relates, pieces of Rue were laid, on the previous evening, at the
doors of several houses. The Tasburghs, however, were forenost in affording
relief to the panic-struck inhabitants of the town. (fn. 18)

It is probable that the Tasburghs resided sone tinme after their acquisition of
this property in the priory at Flixton, as we find several of the fanily
designated, in the foregoing pedigree, as of Flixton Abbey. Early, however, in
the seventeenth century, they renpved to the spot occupied by the present ruined
Hall. The first hall was erected about the year 1616, by Sir John Tasburgh, and




the design is said to have been furnished by Inigo Jones; but this seems to be a
tradition only. Many nansions, in al nost every part of England, have been
attributed to his skill, with scarcely a proof of any kind,—and not a few which
are decidedly too conmon-place for the fertility of his conception.

The seventeenth century Flixton Hall, however, by whonsoever designed, was out
of the ordinary with an intricacy and variety of outline, aided by deep bays and
bol d projections, which, with the tall pinnacles and clustered chi meys, gave a
pi cturesque effect to the whole pile. It was originally surrounded by a npat,
and approached by a drawbridge, which have been | ong renoved and filled up; and
is said to occupy the site of the very anci ent manor-house of the Batenans.

Tradi tion has preserved an anecdote connected with this house, that when Charles
Il., in his journey to Yarnouth, passed by this building, he was so struck with
its grand and nobl e appearance, that he inquired who resided in it; and upon
being told, by one of his attendants, that it was a popish dog who lived there,
his Majesty i mediately answered, that the dog had a very beautiful kennel.

From 'Flixton', The History and Antiquities of the County of Suffolk: volume 1
(1846), pp. 189-207. URL: http://ww. british-
hi story. ac. uk/ report.aspx?conpi d=75125 Date accessed: 16 April 2010.

In 1753, the direct nmale line of the Tasburgh fam |y became extinct and the
Estate passed to the Whborne famly; they sold it to WIIiam Adair

The earliest fornms of hereditary surnanes in Scotland were the patronymc
surnanes, which are derived fromthe fathers given name, and netonym c surnanes,
which are derived fromthe nothers given nane. Scottish patronym ¢ nanes energed
as early as the nid-9th century. The patronyns were derived froma variety of

gi ven nanmes that were of many different Origins. The surnanme Adair is derived
fromthe given name Edgar, which neans prosperity.

The frequent translations of surnanmes fromand into Gaelic, accounts for the
mul titude of spelling variations found in Scottish surnanmes, Furthernore, the
spel ling of surnanes was rarely consi stent because nedi eval scribes and church
of ficials recorded nanmes as they sounded, rather than adhering to any specific
spelling rules. The different versions of a surname, such as the inclusion of
the patronymic prefix "Mac", frequently indicated a religious or clan
affiliation, or even a division of the famly. Mreover, a |arge nunber of
forei gn nanes were brought into Scotland, accel erating accentuating the
alterations to various surnanes The name Adair has al so been spelled, deir,
Edzear, Edgar, Adare and others First found in Galloway. Tradition has it that
the foundation of the famly of Adair of Dunskey and Kinhilt originated froma
fugitive son of Fitzgerald, Earl Desnond of Adair in Ireland. Desnond was
descended from Gtto Geral di no, a Nornman nobl e who acconpanied WIliam Duke of
Nor mandy into England in 1066. He al so acconpani ed Strongbow into Ireland in
1172, and becane Earl of Desnmond. He settled in Kirkcudbright and W gtown.

Mdtto Transl ated: Faithful unto death.

Wlliam Adair of Flixton died in 1783 and in his WIIl left "as nmuch noney as
shoul d be found in ny charity bag at the tinme of ny death for charitable
purposes". The bag contai ned £300 13s 7d. The charity provided red cl oaks for
the schoolgirls, blue jerseys for the boys and boots for both. The charity
survives in a different form providing "extras" for deserving people in the
area at Christmas tine.



aqnair.

Ninian Adair, of Kinhilt, in the shire =

of Wigton, in Scotland, died before 1608. ‘

‘William Adair, of Kinhilt, served heir to his father in his — Catherine Kirchart,
Scottish Estates, April 5, 1608, settled at Ballynacloss, in r,
the county of Antrim, and was made a denizen of
Ireland, 1624. Died Nov. 4, 1626.

. P

| | |
Sir Robert Adair, of Ballymenagh, in the county of Antrim, Knt., — Jane, dr. of Archibald William Adair, younger Marian, wife of
made a denizen of Ireland with his fatber, 1624, served Leir to his Fdmonstone, of son, made a denizen of William Honston,
father and grandfather in the ish Estatea, Feb. 19, 1629, as l Duntreath, in the Ireland with his father aof Killester, in
an Esquire, and in, in 1648, as Knt. Had livery of his Inish shire of Stirling, in and brother, 1624. Scotland.
Estates, Dec. 2. 1028 : made his will Feh. 15, 1655, io which he

Scotland.
left 10 acres of glebe to the Minister of Ballymenagh for ever.
Died March 1, 1655.
. ! | E | i |
\William Adair, of — Anna Helena, — Archibald Edmonston, Archibald Adair, of Litter, Alexander Ro Isahella, Anne, Joan,
Ballymenagh, Esq., | dr.of .. Scott, of Braid [sland, in the

inthe Queen’s County, Esq., Adair, Adair, wife of wife of  wife ol
eldest son snd heir: of . . . married  county of Antrim, Esq.,

2nd son, died intestate. 3rd son.  4thson.  Rohert Rev. .. Patrick
of full age at his shout 1658, 20d husband. Died 1690. Admin. granted to his son
father's death, 1655, Wwill dated

Macdowall, Kenredy, A. ...
William, September 9, of Logan, of . .
but unmarried, March 14, 1692, in the shire
Died Nov. 30, 166). 1709-10. T of Wigton.
| |
Penelope, dr. of — Martha, d*. = Sir Robert Adair, of Ballymenagh, — Anne, dr. of — Arabells, dr. of William Adair, = Mary, dr. uf

Sir Robert Colville, o s 2vun in the county of Antrim, Knt., born sasn + - « « Richetts, of Litter, Esq. Thomas
of Newtown, in the Died 1705, Feb. 1659, only son and beir of Marriage married . . 1720, Will dated L' Estrange,
county of Antrim, buried in St. William, raised o regiment of foot, settlement Died Oct. 1742.  April 15,1712, of Moystown,

Knight. Bride's church, | anda troopof horse, for King Wm. 111., dated Oct. 23, 4th wife. in the King’s

18t wife. Dublin, who knighted bim on the field. 1705, County, E=q.

August 12, Died at lodgings in College Green, 3rd wife.
1705, near Dublin, Feb. 1745, s=t. 86.
2od wife
| 1
W&Im Robert Adair, of Ballymenagh, — Catherine, dr. of . . . Smallmaa, Anna Helena Adair, died young, Alexander Adair,
., Captain in General Hone, s of Ludlow, in Shropshire. buried at St. Bride's church, haptized Sept. 4,
ns. Died April 19, 1762. Died April 1, 1752, Dublin, May 15, 1701. 1720,
bert . N
Robert Adair, of Pallymenagh, Esq. — Anne, dr. of Alexander Mc Cauley, of Dublin, Esq., Rev. William Adair, of Portsmouth,
Died at Clifton . . . . Jan. 1708, Barrister at Law, married March 25, 1753, Hants, Clerk, Executor to his
Died ot Kensington, in Middlesex. father's will.

Willi.inm Adair, of Flixton Hall, in Suffolk, — Camilla, dr. and heirs. of Robert Shafto,
and of Ballymenagh, also of Pole House,
in Devonshire, Esq. Born Feb. 9, 1754.

Living 1838,
|

Hobert Shafto Adair, of Flixton Hall, Bart. = . . . . dr.of the Rev. James Strode,
Living 1846. of Berkhampetead, Herts.

|
Robert Adair, of Acton, — Eliza, dr. of . . . Payne,
of Benwell, in Northumberland, Esq. in Middlesez, Esq. of London, Merchant.
Married Dec. 17, 1784, Died Nov.18,1787.  Born 1760. Died at Acton.

|
Rohlert Alexander Shafto Adair, — . . . . dr. of the Hon. Gen. Hugh Adair.
horn 1811. Robert Meade.

The Estate passed to Al exander Adair, great grandson of Sir Robert Adair of
Bal | ynena and Custos Rotul orum of County Antrim This branch of the famly, who
t hus succeeded to the Flixton Estate and the Lordship of the Manor of South

El mham were of Scottish descent and one of their ancestors had fallen on the

Fl odden Field. The famly subsequently settled in Ireland. Sir Robert Adair




of Ballynmena (1659-1745) raised a reginment for King WlliamlIl and was knighted
on the battlefield of the Boyne. He was married four tines and was succeeded in
the Ball ymena estates by the son of his first wife WIliam Robert Adair (1745-
1760). He was a Captain in Lord Mark Kerr's Regi ment of Horse at the Battle of
Cul | oden.

In 1805, Al exander Adair raised and conmanded the Loyal South El mham or 9th
Troop of Suffolk Yeomanry. Their weapons were preserved in the Arnmoury at the
hall until its contents were sold.

Al exander Adair died in 1834 and was succeeded by his cousin Hugh Adair, who
held a commission in the King's Owm Scottish Borderers and was present at the
siege of G braltar.

Hugh married Camilla Shafto, heiress of Benwell Tower. He was 80 when
inheriting the Hall, which he nade over to his eldest son, Sir Robert Shafto
Adai r. Hugh was born 1786. He was created first Baronet in 1838; he latterly
held a commission in the Life Cuards.

A fire caused major damage to Flixton Hall in Decenber 1846 and repairs took
sonme years. Ten years later, the already ruined | ocal church collapsed further
and Hugh paid for its conplete restoration. The architect was Salvin. It was

conpl eted in 1861.

Hugh died in 1869 and was succeeded by his son Sir Robert Shafto Al exander
Adair, 2nd Baronet. He was M P. for Canbridge and Li eutenant and Custos

Rot ul orum of County Antrim Queen Victoria subsequently created him Baron
Waveney. |In 1870 he had the Bungay to Harleston road re-routed so that traffic
no | onger passed close to the hall. Sir Robert died childless in 1886 so the
title then | apsed.

He was succeeded by his brother Sir Hugh Edward Adair, 3rd Baronet who was M P.
for Ipswich 1847-74. He had Flixton Hall reconstructed and a new w ng added
(1888-92), making it a mansion of 60 roons and 365 wi ndows; he died in 1902.

Hugh Edward was followed by his el dest son, Sir Frederick Edward Shafto Adair
4t h Baronet who once held a comrission in the Rifle Brigade and was H gh Sheriff
of Suffolk 1910-11. He was very fond of his seaside residence "Adair Lodge" at
Al deburgh and forned a strong friendship with James Cable, then Coxswain of the
Al deburgh lifeboat. Sir Frederick died in 1915 at the young age of 54. His
funeral was made all the nore inposing because sone 800 nenbers of the
Shropshire Yeomanry were then encanped at Flixton Hall.

Frederick Edward was succeeded by his brother Sir Robert Shafto Adair, 5th
Baronet, who was al ways known as Sir Shafto. He spent much of his tine in
London where he was once a barrister. He was a great patron of the arts and a
director of the Royal Acadeny of Miusic. He was Deputy-Lieutenant of County
Antrimand held the unique office of "King's Clog", a right granted by the King
in connection with taxes inposed by the Metropolitan Water Board.

During Wrld War 2, the job of one special enployee of the Mnistry of Econonic
Warfare was to go to the USA and sell antique firearns, nmany of which had been
donated or purchased fromBritain's country houses. 1In turn, the proceeds went
towards the purchase of nbdern weapons for the country's war effort. For this
purpose he purchased the contents of the Flixton Armoury - circa 100 itens and
mai nly of the Royal Wl sh Fuziliers. Many of these weapons may still be held in
the restored Powder Magazine and the Governor's Pal ace at Colonial WIIianmsburg
in the USA



An airfield was constructed adjacent to Flixton Park and Station 125 becane the
home of the 446th Bonb G oup USAAF - known as the Bungay Buckar oos. Thi s was

subsequently occupied in turn, post-war, by units of the Fleet Air Armand the

Royal Air Force

In 1948, the whole Flixton Estate of 2,970 acres was sold by Mjor-General Sir
Al lan Shafto Adair: there were 21 farns, several snall-holdings, tw |Iicensed
publ i ¢ houses, two schools, three village post offices, various houses, numerous
cottages, marshlands, woodl ands, and grazing rights.

The family retained ownership of Flixton Hall and Flixton Park, plus Home Farm
and Home Whods. Everything was purchased by Metropolitan Railway Country
Estates Linited, although many of the cottage dwellers were later able to buy
their homes.

Sir Robert died in 1949 and was succeeded by his only son, Major-General Sir
Al'lan Adair, CB, DSO MC, JP, DL, 6th Baronet who had been comm ssioned into the
G enadi er Guards in 1916. He then resided at Amer Hall on Her Mjesty the
Queen's Sandri ngham Estate and served in the Queen's Bodyguard of the Yeoman of
the Guard. He was a distinguished soldier of both Wrld Wars and comanded t he

Guards Arnmoured Division in World War |1. According to his 1986 nenoirs, Sir
Al'lan regarded Flixton Hall as 'a vast, unconfortable mausoleum still with no
proper central heating. |In winter the children had to wear their overcoats when

movi ng fromroomto room. The Estate was expensive to keep and naintain, and
owing to heavy death duties levied on his father's Estate, General Adair was

forced to sell. The decision was no doubt nmade easier by the fact that his only
son and heir had been killed whilst serving with the Grenadier Guards in Wrld
War 11, during the battle of Monte Canmino in Italy.

On retirement General Adair had set up residence in Raveni ngham and, in 1950,
the massive library and all the fine contents of Flixton Hall were offered for
sale. Despite efforts by both the East and West Suffolk County Councils to buy
Flixton Hall and 250 acres of the land for use as a joint farminstitute, it was
sold privately to a speculator. Two years after the purchaser had renbved and
sold all the protective |lead fromthe roof, water was causi ng serious problens
to the interior so he applied and gai ned perm ssion to denolish the building in
June 1952. Only the shell of part of the ground floor survives today and is
used for farm storage



